class-struggles of different interest groups, inspire sympathy among
general masses of people whatever may be the articulation of the leaders
or their slogans.
Democratic process in an open society, howsoever those calling
themselves radical may deride it, is the strongest bulwark against
instability and spread of violent forces. Though the working of the
present democratic process itself is generating violent and disintegrating
forces, the strategy to fight them also lies through changing the rules of
the game of the democratic process itself, through involvement of the
people in non-violent manner. Those who still adhere to the doctrine of
violent method of armed struggle must see the writing on the walL They
will be beaten by the stronger force of what they call even 'the tottering
state and economy' in the long run. Otherwise they will be sidelined or
thrown out of the ring by the sheer adventurists and mafia forces which
have started acquiring strength and legitimacy by aligning with them. All
concerned citizens must honestly discuss the lessons we have learnt from
our experiences and join together to devise a political process which can
lead the society to find an answer by operating the process.
The modification has to be brought in the process of power - that
is the electoral process. It is not a pase of fringe electoral reforms. It
has to be a complete shake-up of the electoral process which has an
inbuilt mechanism to express the anger, frustration and alienation of the
people against the system as well as the political actors in all the political
parties. What has been done in history by the gun and armed violence
has to be achieved by the design of an innovative provision in the
electoral process of what may be called people's right to reject all parties
and all candidates - who they feel have betrayed them. The revolutionary
programme and slogan has to be to grant the people the right to reject
or to negate through the ballot the political leadership, political parties
and even the independent candidates who have failed them. The inherent
right of the people to reject all has to be given a statutory shape. There
has to be another provision that a candidate to be successful will have
to obtain majority of votes polled in the elections for Assembly or
Parliament. This will give representative character to the elector, as well
as initiate uniting processes in society instead of the present divisive
ones. The present, first past the post, electoral process, where a
candidate getting the largest number of votes, even in minority, can win;
promotes divisive forces of casteism, communalism and factionalism of
society along with other evils of muscle^and money power'to capture
power by any means.